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INTRODUCTION

A common phrase heard among brothers in Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia is "Once a Sinfonian, always a Sinfonian." It is the
spirit of this phrase that has fostered loyal alumni Sinfonians for more than one hundred years. The alumni Sinfonian
looks to the lessons introduced in his college days for inspiration and strength throughout his daily life. Yet, while
probationary and collegiate memberships are the core experiences for a lifetime journey in Sinfonia, the participation of
the alumni member is not passive or secondary. He assumes the vital role of supporting the Fraternity's continued efforts
to build musical students into men of high ideals and of ensuring that the Sinfonia experience is available for generations
of students to come. Sinfonia's sixth Supreme President, Percy Jewett Burrell, wrote in 1910, "As students we were in the
'getting’ business; as alumni we should be in the "giving' business.” Alumni membership in Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia
provides the possibility to give back to the Fraternity and its collegiate membership all of the benefits of the life -
changing lessons learned through probationary and active membership. All Sinfonians are called upon to achieve the
fullest potential of this possibility by making the most of their post-collegiate participation.”

Alumni are a reflection of our past, a representation of our present, and a link to our future. This vision of a Fraternity
that fosters ongoing relationships through an environment that invites, supports, and presupposes post-collegiate
involvement and interaction on local, regional, and national levels is critical to the future of our Order. Every chapter
has alumni, and every collegiate member will become an alumnus of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia. While the probationary
and collegiate membership experiences provide the foundation for a lifetime journey in Sinfonia, the alumni experience
can be the most substantial. Continued involvement in Sinfonia after graduation is an expectation and obligation of
membership.

The Alumni Relations Officer has one of the most important jobs in the chapter — to maintain this relationship and
connection to the over 90,000 alumni Sinfonians across the country. The Alumni Reladons Officer is the first link in
Sinfonia’s alumni infrastructure. It is how this link is developed that will determine the Fraternity’s ability to truly create
a lifetime experience for its members.

Duties of the Alumni Relations Officer
The General Regulations for Collegiate Chapters, Article X1, Section 7, describe the duties of the Alumni Relations Officer

as follows:

The Alumni Relations Officer shall compile and maintain an accurate list of names and addresses of all former
members of the chapter and of other alumni Sinfonians in the vicinity. He shall notify the National
Headquarters of any changes in the addresses, as well as any chapters or associations in other localities of his
own chapter’s alumni moving into their geographic areas. He shall be responsible for the creation and
distribution of an alumni newsletter annually. He shall assist in the coordination of the chapter’s alumni
functions, and shall regularly inform and invite local and chapter alumni to chapter events. He shall act as a
liaison between the chapter and any associations in his locality. He shall perform such other local duties as his
collegiate chapter may designate but shall hold no other chapter office.

In addition, the Alumni Relations Officer is primarily responsible for the chapter’s overall alumni relations program.
The Fraternity’s expectations for this program are embodied in the Citation for Alumni Relations. A chapter with a
strong alumni relations program should have no problem answering the following questions positively:

Does your chapter have a current and comprehensive list of its alumni?
Does your chapter have a current list of alumni in the area regardless of the initiating chapter?

Did your chapter produce a newsletter or similar publication for alumni during this academic year?
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